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It has been my honour and privilege to serve as the CNSC Director of Competitions
over this past year. It was definitely a very different season due to COVID, but it also
came with some wonderful experiences.
A review of the 2020-2021 ski season
In September of last year, we made the early (and difficult) decision to cancel all the
tradition XC competitions, and ultimately, all the winter biathlon competitions were
cancelled as well (including the Biathlon Canadian World Youth/Junior Trials).
Even though COVID caused some fundamental changes to competitions last year, it
wasn’t all negative. It helped spur some innovative thinking for developing a new
COVID friendly ski event. We called this the “Grand Tour of Caledonia”. This was a
twist on virtual events that have been successfully run during COVID. A different
course was set up each week (between Jan 1 and March 31). Participants registered
on Zone4 and skied the course any time during the week. They uploaded their own
results to Zone4 (i.e. tracked on a smartphone, fit bit, etc.). The emphasis was on
participation and everyone who participated was entered for weekly draw prizes.
As part of their registration, they also received a custom designed Grand Tour of
Caledonia toque and those that finished all the stages of the Grand Tour of Caledonia
received a Grand Tour of Caledonia medal.
The Grand Tour of Caledonia proved to be a greater success than we expected. We
were hoping to get around 200 participants, and by January, 415 participants were
registered. In addition, we filled all of our weekly sponsorship spots (12) and even
created an extra one (top of the course sponsor) due to additional interest. We had
an amazing variety of draw prizes.

We had such incredibly positive feedback from the inaugural Grand Tour of
Caledonia, that we are looking to bring it back for this coming season (and the XC OC
is currently working on the planning).
Looking forward to the 2021-2022 ski season
For traditional competitions (XC and Biathlon), we are cautiously optimistic these
may be able to proceed in a manner that is safe for all participants (athletes,
coaches, volunteers, staff, spectators), given the current rate of vaccinations along
with our current CNSC policies regarding vaccinations and usage of masks during
events (that align with current health orders). We are monitoring all health orders
closely, and will make adjustments as required.
With regard to the events that are planned for this year, we were delighted to be
awarded both the 2022 Canadian Biathlon Championships (March 11 – 17, 2022) as
well as the 2022 BC Cross Country Skiing Championships (March 4-6, 2022). In
addition, we are planning to host our regular local/regional events including the
Biathlon Fall Invitations (Oct 31, 2021), Tech Regional XC Cup/BC Winter Games
trails (Jan 3, 2022), Biathlon BC Winter Games Trials (early Jan 2022) and the
Caledonia Loppet (Feb 27, 2022).
We have submitted for both BC hosting grants as well as a one-time BC Fairs,
Festival and Event grants to help support both the hosting of 2022 Canadian
Biathlon Championships and the 2022 BC Cross Country Skiing Championships.
Some of the larger expenses for hosting these events through COVID is in increased
sheltered space (i.e. tents) to address social distancing/safety of all participants.
Officials development and succession planning
With another world championship event on the horizon in 2024, we are looking to
these events (and next year’s events) as test events that help us to train and prepare
officials, staff, service providers and to test our systems and process to ensure we’re
in good shape for 2024 and beyond. . As always, it’s people that make these events
possible and we’re always looking for great people that can help us bring the magic
to these events and we’ll be actively recruiting people for key roles/succession

planning. Last year, the pandemic resulted in some of the official courses being
cancelled (i.e. XC Level 3), but is again being offered this year as a hybrid (virtual/inperson). We will also be looking at the need to provide XC Level 1 and Level 2 based
on our recruitment Biathlon officials courses are also being offered virtually (with
several CNSC officials taking part).
Snow making system expansion
The expanded snowmaking system that was installed in the summer of 2020,
worked flawlessly last year and provided us the ability to make snow onto much
more of the trails.
There was more great news last season with regard to the snow making expansion.
We applied for another BC Gaming Capital Grant in the summer of 2020, and
received notice that the application was successful in March 2021. This grant has
allowed us to increase both the water capacity, electrical capacity, and booster
pump capacity of our snow making system, as well as add additional 2 snow guns
(for a total of 5 snow guns). A new well was drilled this past summer, and now
connected into the existing system this past month. In addition, the new electrical
service and booster pump are being installed. Due to supply chain issues, the pump
for the new well is taking longer than expected, but we hope to have it installed in
late November. We are expecting the 2 new snow guns to arrive in December.
We were also able to apply for a subsequent NDIT grant ($300K), which allowed us
to leverage the Rickbeil family donation (received last fall) for further expansion to
the snow making system. We were delighted that we were successful for this grant
as well and this allows us to order 4 more snow guns (for a total of 9 snow guns),
and to further expand our snow making system with approximately 1400 metres of
water pipe, and electrical, with an additional 14 new hydrants. We were able to
order the 4 new snow guns (which we hope will arrive this coming season), and the
installation of the additional pipes and hydrants will occur in the summer of 2022.
This will result in most of the 5km free technique course being covered by
snowmaking, as well as 3km of the para Nordic sit ski trail being covered by snow
making (i.e. 8km total). See maps of current and expanded snow making system.

We can’t wait until the temperature reaches between -10 to -20C which will be
perfect conditions for making snow and seeing this expanded system in action on
the trails once again (with more snow guns).
So despite still being in the midst of a pandemic, we can look forward a season of
incredible snow and skiing conditions at Caledonia, hopefully hosting traditional
competitions again, and the return of the popular COVID-friendly Grand Tour of
Caledonia, keeping people skiing, safe and healthy this season.
Best regards,

Kevin Pettersen
Director of Competitions

Current snow making system (completed Sept 2020).
• Phase 1 (green)
• Phase 2 (pink, purple and blue)
• The trails covered by the snow making system (~4km) (orange)

Phase 3 expansion to current snow making system (estimated completion Sept
2022).
• Phase 1 (green)
• Phase 2&3 (pink, purple and blue)
• The trails covered by the snow making system (~8km) (orange)

