Trails Director Report for AGM — October 28, 2026

By Paul Schuetz

Compared to previous years, 2025/2026 has been a fairly relaxed year, with the paved trails now in
full use, the Terus Trail Expansion planned and approved, and the Environmental Management Plan
completed and implemented as a guide for CNSC operations. A few highlights from the past year
include:

TRAILS COMMITTEE

Following the departure of former Trails Committee members, a formal ‘call-out’ was made to the
membership to help fill the vacant positions. Our current Trail Committee members are:

° Paul Schuetz — Trails Director

° Peter Hoffman — Trails Manager
° Carolyn Thorp

° Ed Day

° Erik Jensen

. Lindsay Mullen

° Richard Elson

. Pat Turner

° Gillian Recknell

The main purpose of the Trails Committee is to “provide a representative cross-section of Club
member perspectives” and help the Board make informed decisions that reflect the interests of the
membership. Members are encouraged to chat with any CNSC Board or Trails Committee Members to
provide feedback, suggestions, or comments about the Otway Trails.

DOG TRAILS: THE OLD AND THE NEW

As discussed at previous AGM’s, the expansion of the Terus Gravel pit into the CNSC dog trail network
was inevitable. Several years ago, we began planning additional dog-friendly trails, not only to replace
those that would eventually be lost to gravel pit expansion, but also to better accommodate the large
number of Club members who enjoy skiing with their dogs.

More recently, the gravel pit has expanded into both the Under Dog and Dog-On-It trails. As a result, a
couple of connector trails have been constructed to maintain a continuous and functional dog trail
network:



The new connector joining Dog-On-It to Top Dog will also provide easier access to the new dog trails
further to the east. Until now, these trails have only been accessible via Top Dog, requiring skiers to
climb Top Dog Hill. The new connector will provide an easier alternative.

The Trails Committee and Board recognize that the new dog trails are not as accessible as we would
ideally like, particularly since there is no parking area immediately adjacent to them. However, we
have tried to make access as easy as possible. In addition to providing a way around Top Dog Hill, the
lower (northern) portion of Sun Dog will become a two-way trail. This will allow skiers to avoid
climbing Sun Dog Hill if they, or their dog, would prefer an easier route.

As of the end of summer 2026, construction of all the newly proposed dog trails has been completed.
Along with the northern loop that was available for skiing last season, there is now a larger loop to the
south. This new loop travels primarily through gently rolling, birch-leading forest and should be
enjoyable for skiers of all abilities.

There is one hill in the northwest corner of the loop, but it can be avoided by using another small
connector, providing an easier option for those who prefer it.
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You will also notice that the new dog trails have been named! Following a ‘call-out’ to the
membership last winter, the Board received some great suggestions. The names were then put to a
vote, and the results were:

o Northern Loop (built in 2025) = “MOON DOG”
° Southern Loop (built in 2026) = “WILD DOG”

Thanks to everyone who submitted suggestions for the new dog trail names!!

Lastly, the original Dog Trail “figure-8” measured approximately 5km in length. With the addition of
the new trails, the total dog trail network has now increased to approximately 10.5km!! [Feel free to
Strava all the trails and send me a more exact total].

Plans for the new year?

e No new trail construction is planned for 2026/2027, other than a possible trail revision along
Hickory Wing West to avoid the private property associated with the western gravel pit.

e Moving forward, the focus will be on improving the trails we already have, including
opportunities to improve safety and overall trail conditions throughout the CNSC trail network.

Happy Skiing!!
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2026/2027 CNSC CROSS COUNTRY
SKI TRAIL NETWORK

m—== New Dog Trails
Greenway_Trail
Bullseye
Canada Cup
Chute
Cranbrook Climb
Dog Bypass
Dog On It
Dog Trail Connector
Eh Climb
Fingers
Firthur Up The Creek
Gravel Pit
Greenway Corridor
Hickory Winh
Hickory Wing West
High Five
Homecoming
Iceman
Iceman Cutoff
Inner 5
Junior National
Junior National Connector
Larch Loop
Lynx
Night Rider
Northern Lights
Old Sawmill Loop
Penalty Loop
Pine Flats
Pond Cutoff
Race Maze
Ridgerunner
Stadium
Supersprint
Teardrop
The Hub
Tigger (Classic Only)
Top Dog
Under Dog
Up the Creek
Otway Ski Trails
Otway Boundary
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